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Sexual identity: This is what we call ourselves. Such labels include lesbian, gay, bisexual, bi, queer, questioning, undecided, undetermined, heterosexual, straight, asexual, and others.

SOFFA:  Refers to the identities of significant others, friends, families, and allies of trans people.  (See also Ally definition) 

T-friendly: Any organization, person, business or institution that is accepting of transgendered peoples and their needs. Contrast with transphobic (see below). 

Transgender (TG): Originally, this word meant (1) what are also known as full-time cross-dressers or non-surgical transsexuals, people who live and work in the [other] (of their physical anatomical) [sex], continuously and for always. Now it also means (2) the group of all people who do not conform to gender stereotypes, roles, and expectations, including the identities listed in this brochure. This is the main way the word is used today, and is referred to as the "umbrella definition” as it covers everyone. 

Transgenderist: Same as definition 1 of transgender (see above). Those who mean definition 1 of transgender now tend to use transgenderist to avoid confusion.

Transphobia/transphobic: The fear and hatred of transgender individuals and what they do [or are feared to do], and everything that results from this, from disrespect, to denial of rights and needs, to violence. Transphobia is indeed a form of oppression.
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Terms and Definitions

Ally: People who are fully involved in the struggles to end social injustices, regardless of their personal connection to the injustices, recognizing privileges they have in society and working to end the inequities connected to systems of privilege and oppression.

Androgyny: From the combined Greek words for man and woman, it was once used to denote the state of having both male and female attributes. Its current usage is to denote a form of self- presentation somewhere between butch and femme.

Butch: A person who prefers traditionally masculine dress, style, expression, or identity.

Cross-dressing: The practice of dressing in clothes traditionally assigned to the opposite gender. (This word replaces the politically incorrect transvestitism.)

Drag: Gender caricature or performance, often for entertainment purposes.

Femme: A person who prefers traditionally feminine dress, style, expression, or identity.

Gender: One's social, personal and legal status as a man, a woman, mixed, or neither, on the basis of romantic and behavioral more inclusive than the genital criterion and/or erotic criterion alone.

Gender bender: Anyone who does not conform to societal expectations or roles for a given gender identity.

Gender Dysphoria: The state, as subjectively experienced, of incongruity between the genital anatomy and the gender identity of a person.  (this is a term used in the medical profession and not necessarily something that the transgender community uses in self-reference.)

Gender Identity: One's sense of belonging to a particular gender; the private experience of gender role. The sameness, unity, and persistence of one's individuality as a man, woman, or a host of other identities, in greater or lesser degree, especially as it is experienced in self-awareness and behavior. 

GenderQueer: Those who identify their gender outside the gender binary system of male and female, maybe fluid with gender presentation or not conform to gender norms and may use gender neutral pronouns such as *sie, hir, hirs, hirself* or *zie, zir, zirs, zirself* or choose to use the pronoun closest to the end of the masculine or feminine spectrum they are presenting. Some may do some or all of medical transition or none at all. Some may change their birth name.

Intersex (or intersexual): [Persons] born with the full or partial sex organs of [male and female], or with underdeveloped or ambiguous sex organs. About 4% of all births are intersex to some degree. (This word replaces the politically incorrect hermaphrodite.)

Transsexual: A person who identifies as the sex opposite to the one assigned at birth.

Female-to-Male: A transsexual whose sex was assigned as female at birth (transsexual man), but who now identifies as a man. Also known as FTM, F2M or F>M for short.

Male-to-Female: A transsexual whose sex was assigned as male at birth (transsexual woman), but who now identifies as a woman. Also known as MTF or M2F for short.

· Non-op: Same as non-surgical transsexual (see below).

· Non-surgical transsexual: Transsexuals who do not intend to seek surgery. Some (1) have concerns about major surgery, which is not always successful. Others (2) have been unable to obtain the money necessary and have essentially given up on this final step (are "in limbo”). Yet others (3) feel they are complete without surgery and are the same as definition 1 of transgender (see below). Others still (4) cannot have surgery due to special health problems.

· Post-op: Short for post-operative, meaning that the person has had sex-reassignment surgery. 

· Pre-op: Short for pre-operative, meaning that the person has not yet had sex-reassignment surgery but intends to. 

· None-of-yo*-business-op: More and more, people are taking back their right to privacy regarding operative status. Many also believe that transgender identity does not necessarily rely solely on operative status.

Sexual (or erotic) orientation: This is determined by whom we are sexually (or erotically) attracted, our sexual/erotic drives, desires, and/or fantasies. This is not to be confused with gender identity, which is a separate concept.

